Horicon Lodge No. 244, AF & AM
Bud Norcross Worshipful Master
Paul Mathis Secretary
Rochelle, Illinois, 61068

Illinois Masonic Outreach Services
Karla K. Carwile, Director

2866 Via Verde

Springfield, Illinois 62703

Dear Carla,

Please find enclosed Horicon Lodge #244 submission for the IMOS Award of
Excellence.

Several of our members traveled to Dixon Lodge to hear you speak of this new
program last fall. Your enthusiasm was contagious and consequently our Lodge
members decided that this was an area of high importance to us. Our wives also agreed
and we set about a course to improve our service to our departed brethren’s wives. In the
past we had acknowledged them at Christmas time, but now we made the decision to put
our full effort into making them feel special and remembered. After all, it is a part of
what we are all about.

The following are some of the things that we did:

3.

0 oo~

10.
11.

12.

1. Created a special ID Card for each of our widows.
2.

Presented a Wal-Mart gift card for Christmas for each of our widows.
(The notes of appreciation are included.)
Home made soups for all of our 28 local widows.
(The notes of appreciation are included.)
Geraniums for Memorial Day.
(The notes of appreciation are included.)

. We have started a potluck or light meal the first meeting of the month for our

wives and widows.

Established a Widow’s visitation where the Masons would pay their respects to
the family by going through as a group.

Adopt a Widow Program.

Made available special seating for the Heritage Parade and a free dinner.
Created a Widow’s Birthday list, and a birthday card sent to each widow on
her special day.

Updated our Widow’s list of names, addresses, and telephone numbers.
Contact the local Methodist Church to have a special pew set aside for the
widows to represent their husbands when the Masons attend the St. John’s
Day service (this December).

A special committee to create a bus trip for the widows and wives to view a
Japanese Gardens and have lunch.



As a side note of this process, we had a person sitting in the Lodge dining room
having his meal at Heritage Days and noticed some widows having theirs and thanking
the Masons for the meal. Upon inquiry, he found that all of our widows are invited to our
outings and receive a meal at no charge and also receive other attentions as listed above.
He stated that he wished they would have made that effort when his mother was alive; his
dad would have been proud of this fraternal brothers. And, as an appreciative gesture, he
wrote out a check for $150.00 to go to the Widow’s Fund, (anonymously.) And, in
addition of that, he stated that if we knew of any widow who was having hard times and
couldn’t pay perhaps her utility bill, please let him know and he would take care of it.

We at Horicon Lodge #244, Rochelle, Illinois feel very good about ourselves in
remembering our widows. I wish someone would have had the foresight years ago to
impress on us this attitude. In developing some of these plans, we have our own wives to
thank. They have supported us immensely. And, I feel that they have been the key to
our widows program. They have made these special ladies feel very much at home while
visiting the lodge and you can see the pride these widows have when they tell of their
husband and his attending the lodge.

RespectiveLy}ubm'tt d,

Lyle G. Headon



Horicon Lodge No. 244, AF & AM
Rochelle Masonic Temple-Lincoln Hwy and 5t Ave

Rochelle, Illinois 61068
Paul Mathis, Secretary

Dear Special Friend,

We here at Horicon Lodge #244 in Rochelle want you to know
that the widows of our departed brethren are very special to us. We
have over the last few years taken on the responsibility of caring for our
brother’s loved ones. We all feel sad that they have departed our
company far sooner than we would have liked. Therefore, we feel that
we can be of value to their memories by fulfilling part of our obligation
“supporting worthy Master Masons, their Widows, and orphans.”

Enclosed you will find a Masonic Widow ID Card. The print is a
little smaller than we had hoped so I will type the copy in larger print
here:

I, Worshipful Master Rick Wurm, of the Horicon Lodge #244 in
Rochelle, 111, of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Illinois, do hereby
certify that is a widow of a
Master Mason who was the member of this lodge and is therefore
entitled to certain rights and benefits. This card will act as a pass to all
Horicon Lodge functions open to the public, especially dinners and
breakfasts. This card will also serve as a reminder that your late
husband’s Brothers have taken an obligation to assist the Masonic
widows if in any need. Please feel free to ask so that we may assist.

Your well being is important to us and we will be contacting you
more with other opportunities in the future.

Sincerely,

E— . Your Husband’s Brothers
~ Spring Of 2009
Horicon Lodge #244




Horicon Lodge No. 244, AF & AM

Rick Wurm Worshipful Master
Paul Mathis Secretary

Rochelle, Illinois, 61068

A Christmas Wish
for Health and Happiness

We at Horicon Lodge, Rochelle, Illinois would like you to know that as a
Masonic Widow, YOU are very special to us. As a combined lodge of Rochelle,
Ashton, Creston, Malta and Steward, we would like to remember you during this
season by providing you with a Wal-Mart GIFT CARD. Your husband was a very
important part of our Lodge and we would like to remember him with this gesture
of appreciation and love.

If at any time, you are in need of assistance of anything, please call one of
your husband’s brothers and a mason will be there to help you. Again, we wish you
an upcoming year of health and happiness.

Your Husband’s brothers
Christmas of 2008
Horicon Lodge #244

WAL+MART
Gift Card
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Horicon Lodge Widows Thank Yous for the Gift Cards

Marie Davis

Vivian Carlson

Shirley Tadd

Betty Root

Corinne Messer

Donna Dodd

Dorothy Heltness

Bernice Espe

Beverly Conour

Mari Davis

Marion Lang
Pat Koechig

Carolyn Brachle

Peggy Wilkinson

“Dear Mr. Headon, I received a lovely letter from Mr. Mathis. He requested my
birthday which is August 2 and said to send it on to you. Thank you for a very
caring group of Lodge members.”

“Your kindness meant so much. Thank you Horicon Lodge.\

“Thank you very much for remembering me so generously again this Christmas
Season. I appreciated this greatly. My best wishes to you and Horicon Lodge
and members for 2009!”

“Wayne and members of Horicon Lodge. Thank you so much for remembering
Roy and for the gift card. I truly appreciate it. My best wishes to all of you for
a very safe and healthy 2009.”

“Thank you so much to the Horicon Lodge. You are a very devoted group.”

“How thoughtful you people are for remembering me with a gift certificate. I
was so happy to get the card and will spend it in remembrance of all the great
people that were connected to Don. Creston is a great little town and holds
many good memories for me. Thanks again and God Bless All!”

“Please thank the Horicon Lodge on my behalf for the very thoughtful and
generous gift card. Merry Christmas to all.”

“Please convey my sincere thanks for the gift card sent to me from members of
Horicon Lodge.”

“Please extend my thank you to you and the lodge members for the Gift Card
you sent. It’s nice to be remembered at this time. Have a very nice Christmas.”

“Members of Horicon Lodge. Thank you so much for the lovely gift. Alan was
a very fine individual and I miss him very much. Hope all the members of the
lodge and their families have a wonderful Christmas. Thanks Again.”

“Thank you for your generous gift.”

“Dear Wayne & Judy, Just a short note to let you know I received your
Christmas card and the gift. Thank you very much and I wish you a “Happy
Year” ahead”

“Members of Horicon Lodge. Thank you for the gift. It is greatly appreciated.
God Bless you in the New Year

“Dear members of the Horicon Lodge. Thank you for your gift and
thoughtfulness. I deeply appreciate it. 1 know that Gene would too. Thank you
again for your kindness and for thinking of me and remembering Gene.”



Horicon Masonic Lodge #244
AF. & AM.
Rochelle, Illinois 61068

Soups for Our Widows

On January 29, members of Horicon Lodge met at Headon’s Catering
kitchen to make soup for our Masonic widows. Boned turkey carcasses were cooked
in the ovens and then boiled to loose the meat and make a broth. Beef was also
boiled in separate stock pots again for the broth and the meat.

While some of the Mason Chefs picked the meat off the bones, others
chopped carrots, celery and eye watering onions. These were added along with the
meat to the warming broth. Frozen corn was added near the conclusion of the
cooking. No seasonings or additives were added because of the various anticipated
dietary restrictions.

The stock pots were then placed on racks in the walkin cooler for proper
temperature reduction. The next day, the grease was skimmed off the top and the
soup was put into one pint plastic containers and quick frozen.

On February 3™ (our next stated meeting) names of our local widows were
drawn by members for distribution. Twenty eight (28) Masonic widows (some
living between 12-35 miles away) received 3 pints of frozen soup in special gift
baskets for a meal on a cold winter day. Several non-masonic widows also received
the extra baskets that were made.

All in all, I believe that there was equal satisfaction received. The Masonic
widows appreciated being remembered and the Masonic Delivery Boys felt the
satisfaction of doing well.

To Our Dear Lady

The Masons of Horicon Lodge
Would like to present you with some

HOME MADE SOUP
For that Cold Winter Day. Please
add your own spices as no seasonings
or preservatives have been added.

Soup Gift Box for Our Widows- Feb. 2009
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Horicon Lodge Widows Thank Yous for the Soups

Ione McAnly:

Donna K. Dodd

Marion Lang
Bernice Espe
Beverly Conour

Dorothy Heltness

Ardith Ruthe

Vivian Mullins

Vivian Carlson

Corine Messer

Mildred Lane

Margret Chisamore

Dixie Cline

“What a nice surprise I got on a cold morning from a Mr. Mulholland on behalf
of the Rochelle Masonic Temple for us gals. What a nice gesture. The soups
were so attractive in a nice box and ribbons & good. My best wishes and thanks
for all of you.”

“Horicon Lodge Masons % of Lyle Headon and his boys! Hi Guys, Many
thanks for thinking of me. I appreciate it more than words can say. You are a
great group-I know Don would love it if his boys Bradd and Jon would join.
They work very hard in Chicago area, but my prayers is that someday they will
join you men.”

“Such a nice surprise to get soup to heat and eat! 1 will enjoy it-Thank You”
“Please convey my thanks to the members for the soup-it’s so good!”

“To all the members of Horicon Lodge-Imagine my surprise Sunday morning
when I answered the door and had such a nice surprise! Thank you all very
much.”

“Dear Horicon Lodge Members, Thank you so much for the delicious soup.
What a nice pick me up in cold winter! It was delicious and again thank you.”

“Dear Wayne and Rick. Thank you so much for the soup you made for me; and
for driving 25 miles to deliver it. It was so thoughtful of you. Thank you
again.”

“Wayne and Judy All Rochelle Horicon Lodge Masons. Very thoughtful and
good. Thanks again.”

“Dear Masons of Horicon Lodge, Thank you so much for the lovely gift of
homemade soup. Such a beautiful gesture of caring.”

“Thank you for the delicious soup.”

“Dear Lodge Members, What a nice surprise to receive three containers of
frozen soup. They are in the freezer in the kitchen now. I'm looking forward to
cating them during the Cold Winter Days. Thank you very much for thinking of
me and thanks for Jay Mulholland bringing them.”

“Dear Sirs of the Masonic Temple. It was very thoughtful of you. I want to
thank you very much.”

“To all Larry's Brothers. Thank you for making a day so much brighter. The
soup is delicious. Thanks also to the cooks. They did a great job.”



Vivian Mullins

Ione McAnl

“Wishing you and yours peace, good will and happiness this Christmas and
always. A good 2009 year. Thanks for being so thoughtful. I'm doing OK.
My best to the lodge.”

“Dear Folks. 1 don’t know you nor do I know who to thank for the gift from
Wal-Mart. What a nice surprise from the Masonic Lodge. Howard at his time
was the youngest master. He was very devoted to the lodge. In these hard
times, it was not necessary to do that. Waynec & Judy, please thank who ever
did this for me.”



Horicon Lodge No. 244, AF & AM
Lyle Headon, Chairman
Paul Mathis Seccretary
Rochelle, Illinois, 61068

On the week of Memorial Day, 2009, the Masons of Horicon Lodge picked up
memorial geraniums for our local widows. Some were delivered up to 30 miles away to
our departed brother’s widows. We felt that this small token would at least bring a smile

for that day, knowing that we shared in their loss and memory of their husband and our
brother mason.




Horicon Lodge No. 244, AF & AM
Rick Wurmm Worshipful Master
Paul Mathis Secretary

Rochelle, Illinois, 61068

Widows Thankyous for the Geranium Flower Plants

Donna Kettleson Dodd “Many thanks for remembering me and the beautiful plant. You
Are a new special, thoughtful addition to the Masons. I truly wish
my sons Jan and Bradd Kettleson would join-I know it would

mean so much to Don their father. Again Thank You.”

Dorothy Heltness “Thank you so much for the geranlum plant. What a thoughtful group of
People you are!”

Bernice Espe “Thank you for the pretty geranium. Your thoughtfulness is appreciated.”

Beverly Conour “Such a nice surprise to recelve a lovely plant. It is still blcoming and sits on my

dresser as a pleasant reminder. [ will enjoy it for some time. 1 just wanted to thank
Agaln for rewmembering me as a widow. It brings back some good thoughts and
memories. Sincerely thanking you.



Horicon Lodge No. 244, AF & AM

Bud Norcross Worshipful Master
Paul Mathis Secretary

Rochelle, Illinois, 61068

To Our Special Friends,

Our 3™ Lodge Supper for the Members, Wives & Widows is Tuesday,
September 1, 2009. We will have a light dinner consisting of Italian Beef, Home
made Hamburger Buns, Fresh Garden Tomatoes, Homegrown Cucumbers, Sweet
Corn on the Cob and a Desert. Please join us for fellowship at the Rochelle Masonic
Lodge at 6:30 pm. We will be pleased with your company.

A post card with the above
invitation was sent to all local 28
widows. Some were personally visited
by their adopted lodge members, and a
reminder telephone call was made to
each one the afternoon of the meal.

A total of 36 people enjoyed the
meal and fellowship. Eleven widows
were there and expressed their
appreciation. The one “forgotten”
widow came and was again welcomed
and will be put on our widow’s list. She informed us that her husband passed away
many years ago while a member of Alto lodge, before it merged with Rochelle.

A short presentation was made on “Kit Carson, the Mason” while everyone
shared in a birthday cake of one of the members. The men adjourned upstairs to
their meeting and the ladies sat around and visited until approximately 8 pm. Those
who needed rides were taken home by the wives who were in attendance. Everyone
departed full, happy, and looking forward to next month.



Horicon Lodge No. 244, AF & AM

Bud Norcross Worshipful Master
Paul Mathis Sccretary
Rochelle, Illinois, 61068

Dear Erika,

The members of Horicon Lodge meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month.
On the 1st Tuesday evening they have a light meal or a pot luck to get them in shape
to be "belly masons." Recently, we started to invite our wives to the meal and then
at the appointed time the men went upstairs for a short meeting and the ladies sat in
the dining room for conversation.

In building on this, the Rochelle masons voted unanimously that they would
like to have you also invited. This next evening meal will be at the Lodge (at 6:30
pm) on July 7th. We plan on having a speaker of 10 or 15 minutes during the meal.

We certainly would like for you to join us on any of these 1st Tuesday nights
of the month. If you would like a ride to and from home, we will be glad to provide
the transportation-please just call any one of the names listed below.

After all these years, we have finally realized that our wives would enjoy
being part of our Masonic lives (instead of sitting home alone). Also, the
combination of having a meal, our wives present, and a short meeting for the men
has created much satisfaction. PLEASE CONSIDER COMING and joining us;
perhaps you can relate some good stories about your husband's Masonic journey.
No food or coin will be necessary; only a smile is required for admission.

Call for a Ride

Bud Norcross 562-9529 Bud Norcross, WM
Lyle Headon 384-3620

Gerald Boehle 562-8498

Wayne Williams 384-3521 Lyle Headon, PM

RESULTS: This first attempt at a potluck produced 33 people including 3 widows
and the guest speaker, Mrs. Ellen Rictor. We had a nice visit, a meal and then had
our guest speaker. Upon completion, the men adjourned to the meeting room and
the wives and widows visited. The few widows who were there were much
appreciative and said that they would return to the next one. All in all, we were
very satisfied with the results.

Lyle G. Headon, Chm.
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